RECEIVED
SEP - 9 1991

Federal Communications Lommission
Office of the Secretary

e TR BRI ETY B

WV

A

SEP 91991 05’
S | ",Gl“{!
SR S IZLéféL

September 4. 1791
/

v UusTA

Donnma R. Searcy. Secretary
Federal Communications

1219 M Street: N.W. Room 222
Washington. DC 20034

Dear Ms. Searcy:

Flease find enclosed one original d eight copies of AVN: Inc.’s
comments in reference to RM - 72 Would you please ensure

that one copy of these comments reaches each of the
commissioners. I would appreciate this very much.

Yours truly.

Jeremy M. Coghlan

O+1

2827 Central Avenue « Augusta, Georgia 30909  (404) 736-6700 « FAX (404) 736-0059
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To: The Commission
COMMENTS OF AVN. Inc.
AVN> Inc. hereby submits these comments on the Petition for Rule

Making (RM-7772) filed by the Community Broadcasters Association
("CBA") on June 10, 1791.
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, WLE7RF sioned on the air Februarv 22, 1984 in Auausta,. Ga. We
-

were told that we could not access high quality programming or
that we could not expect to get Arbitron or Nielsen ratings.

Over the last five years. we found ways to break down most of

the limitations established arbitrarily to block our station’s

viability. Our experience had been: almost: a case study

demonstrating that regulation was not necessary. However. my

~ experience now demonstrates the need to provide the LFTV
with at least the minimum cable access protection offered
in RM-7772.

WoA7BE negotiated its carriage on the various cable systems in
our market area. We negotiated access to first run syndicated
programming. W&7BE was able to achieve significant Nielsen
and Arbitron ratings and ultimately reached an agreement to
carry the Fox Broadcasting Company™s programming. All this
was achieved by a lot of hard work and attention to our
community’s needs. However: when an ocutside firm activated
the long dormant full power authority which it had held for
three years. most of our efforts have been washed away.

Cable carriage of our signal was changed on all but one

of the cable systems in our community.

~— Inspite of our commitment to local programming and our having
establ ished ourselves in the market on cable for over four
years. when a large multi—-station operator working in
conjunction with Fox Broadcasting Company and TCI: Inc.
demanded not just cable access but access to our establ ished
audience, local cable management had little choice and the
theory of good efforts went for nought.

Our commitment to local programming and community service

is well documented. In essence. local programming needs

the protection whether it is a full power or low power
authority. If you feel that full power stations need
protection from the large M5S0 cable systems. then you can
begin to understand how much more a Low Fower authority needs
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Copies of this filing have been sent today by first class United
States mail: postage prepaid. to Feter Tannenwald. Esq.- Arent.
Fox. Kintner,. Plotkin: & Kahn. 1050 Connecticut Ave.. N. W.:
Wwashington. DC 20034-5332, and to the Community Broadcasters
Associatioen. P.0O. Box Z&7346: Milwaukee. WI 54224,

Yours truly-
AVN: Inc.
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Jeremy M. Coghlan
Fresident

2827 Central Ave.
Augusta. Ga. 30909
{(404) 736 — H700



